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LRITISH SHIPBUILPERS TRY
10 EXPLAIN A DEVFEAT.

The Awarding of the Contract to Amerioa
Attributed to Cremises Made at
Washingten—Effects of Free Trade
Ao RBiamed - Hritish - Pride Hurt.

LoNDON, Feb. 18.--Burprise and dissat- | of

isfaction have been caused by the an-
nouncement that the Fore River Bhip-
building Company of Massachusetts has
scored a vietory over English firms in
sccuring the oontract for the two new Ar-
gentine warships. Various reasons are
assigned for the British defeat. Some
critics have jumped to the conclusion that
British naval shipbuilding is on the wane
and the tariff reform press has of course
hastened to lay the blame on Britain's
polioy of free trade.

The Daily Muil lays emphasis on two
facts, first, that the American price is
lower then the lowest British quotation
by $40 a ton, or more thax' 10 per cent. of
the cost; secondly, that the foreign firms
wers all prepared to promise quicker de-
livery than the British. It is pointed out
thut Blohm & Voes, the German firm,
only required from twenty-seven to thirty
months, agajoui the thirty-three de-
manded by Armstrong & Vickers, and yet

Blohm & Voss have now in hand t.hm,

German Dreadnoughts, or quite es heavy
a programme &8 Armstrong & Vickers.
In 2an editorial artiole it says:

“The capture of the order for two Ar-

gentine Dreadnoughts by sn Amerioan '

firm of shipbuilders is one of the most re-
merkable blows to free trade yet recorded.
* * * But en even more disagreeable
fact remains. In addition to the British
and American firms, Itelizn and Germean
firms also tendered. Both Italy and Ger-
many are protectionist Stetes. Yet their
tenders also were below the British.
Indesd German yards heve secured the
opders for four desetroyers by under-
bidding British shipbuilders.

“The free trade country was thus beaten
by ¢ll its proteotionist rivels. It came
last, whereas according to the free trade
theory it should have been ezsily first.
There must be something very wrong with
a theory which is so lamentably upset
whenever it is tested.”

This article brought forth a state-
ment from Arnocid ¥ Hills, chairman of
the Thames Iron Works, which 18 building
one of Great Britain's latest Dread-
noughts, In a letter to the Daily Mail
Mr. Hills says:

“The suggestion that tha placing of
the order for the new Argentine battle-
ships in America is a blow to free trade
appears to be basod on a misapprebension
of the facts so far as British tenders wero
too high. This may be attributed wo the
cxistence of powerful rings which con-
trol the supply of armor and armament,
and which, I need scarcely say, have
nothing to do with the principles of free

< trade,

“But | may also mention that my own
firm submittad dedgn- and tanders for
these ips of at least *0 per oept,
greater battle efficiency thaen the design
selected and at some £50,000 less cost then
the .ouopwd‘{;las The reasons which
determined distribution of thess
orders were without doubt primarily
political in the widest sense of the

_word "

»

To a correspondent who criticised his
statements lr Hil!'s replied by sugeest-
ing thet he should *inquire wh Mr Knox
recently justified to the Un St-tes
Senate a large increase in the secret
rervice vote by the stetement thet ke hed
heen zble to secure the contrect for the

construction of the Armm.tine bettle- '

ships for an Americen .
The Daily Telegraph’s naval ocorre-
~pondent, one of the best informed
writers on navel matters, supports Mr.
thq # assertion that mlmul influence
hvad much to do with lecing of tl-o
contract in Americe. any recsons,”
he says, *apert from the guestion of
price #nd the general financizl rdjust-
iment of the contrect no doubt had some
mfluence in the finel plecing of the Ar-
gentine contract. It hes been well known
for mor ne time in Weshington that for
politieel reasons influeree was being
us<ed from the mpit-:l with 2 view to such
v consummaetion.®
Lhis suggested explanation finds ready
acceptance here, inasmuch as it would
prove if true that it was not inability of
British firms to meet foreign competition
that enused them to lose the contract.
With regard to the nature of the influenc»
which is alleged to have been exercised
a! Washington the thpma World says-
“Men of the highest authority and in
the hest position to know accept the
~tatement that the two battleships have
gone to the Fore River company, or the
American syndicate, influenced by the
mmmnmo that the Argentine navy shall
! be attacked until the new war tonnage
in commission,
“If we assume the truth and substantial
acviracy of this extraordinary statement,”
;. teds the ! Nhlp{)ﬂ!q World, “then it comes to
5. President Taft and his Secretary
f\l ate, Mr. Knox, have pledged the naval
power of the United Sta to defend the
naval power of the A

I

tine umil thm

w m-hl,nl are ready to fight, cond

upon the substantial part of tho ondor

lwing given to the Fore River company,
1o speak more accurately, American

svndicate,

‘Well, if we admit the Ko.lblmy of
rirh a vmng may we ask what is to pre-
ent Germany or Franoe or the United
Ki ':1 m from guaranteeing Brazil or
Chile or any other Power that in oon-
rideration of an order for three or four
hattleships and six or eight cruisers the

" country reeeiving the contract will under-

tuke to deliver the ships before the Ameri-
can vrdm can be executed and to defend
their customer ainst  Argentine and
vnerican aggression until the ships are
mmission and ready to acospt or offar

o tothe Argentinenavy? * & =
ne to helieve that President Taft uld
weretary of State could lend an oar

1o a4 transaction which could on)

adeqiately described as the most co
fiece of cupidity, duplicity and folly to
| und in the histery of international

n=actions

Ihe mo-mhcmn of the Argentine naval
commission now in London declare am-

hutically that politiosl Influence had no

deen the award of the contract. Ad-
niral Domecqg Garcia, head of the com-
seion, who signed the contract in Lon-
asn on behalf ot n-s Government, has
related the history of the negotiations and
' w\a ned how it was the English firms
Were heaten,
“At first,” he said, “tenders were in-
vitad from whipbuilding firms in all coun-
raso from some fifteen firms altogether
imong  that number being several
tnglish firms; but the ices were too
tzh. Eight firens, including three Eng-

*i, were asked to tandnr again.

“Again the oes were not what we
wished and & tender was asked for
from five firms, These five included two

iglisn firms—Viekers, Sons & Maxim and
Ay mstron.y, Whitwortia & Co.—one Ameri-
can firm, one Italian and one German.
T'hese firms were told that mggovemmont
fixed the price of the two tleships at
£2,200,000 esach and no more.

“When the final tenders were received
that from the American firmm was the

woest. The Italian and the German

ms both tendered at about the

above it. They were npearly £150,000
above the figure fixed as the limit and
£180,000 above the price of the American
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psride of the Engluh them
t the loss of Arpnﬂno oon t h
of no significance

capacity of ’dulh luvsl nhipbuﬂdlni
firms i$ concerned. He points out tha!
at the present moment work is going
on in various yards on the oonstruetion

thirteen class armored ships,
::rolvo unarmored and forty

pedo destroyers, all British vessels.
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e
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their less oeouplod vals onp':ho other
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| SAaW MO.IPTON MAIM BATTLE

Eyewitness Teolls of Merrimao-Moniter
Fight.

R. P. Waller of Norfolk, Va.. who i» at
the Imporial, says that he watohed
through a spyglass the whole fight be-
twaen thy Merrimec and the Federal
fleet in Hampton Roads and the contest
between the former and the Monitor,

“I almost got into & row here in New
York a few years ago on scoount of it,”
said Mr. Weller yestarday. “I came up
here eapecially to see a oyviorama of the
battle which wes being exhibitsd, and
the lecturer made a lot of false state-
ments which [ feit called upon to eorrect.
He became angry, but when I explained
that I had seen the H‘ht itaelf ho apolo-
gizad end said he didn't krow anythin
about it, but was spaaking ths s
his employers had givan him.

“1 was onl{n boy st the tinee of tha
fight, but 1 had several triends on the
Virginia, as th> Merrimac had been re-
named eft r thoy turned her into an
ironclead. There was young Dorning,
for instarece, s midshi father
was en ofo.r in the Federal navy.
Evirybody in Nerfolk hnd relatives and
friends on the boet, and whon the news
:guwd that she was out Lo attack

Federal flcet people
early in the morming of March
watorfront. 1 was at the end of Main
street, which was fully fourteen miles

fmmtb»-oneofthe t, but with the
spygloss which 1 had hafromour
hous> neat I oouwld watch thin,

3

pretty olosely for » time, until the
got so thick you couldn’t see snything
over ths re at all.

“The Virgitnia wasn't much for looks.
Her boilers and engincs were of the kind
that are used in sewmills god she could
meks only about four miles an howr.
It was @& beautiful morning when she

t around the point and headed for the

ederal fieet, which was lying off
mouth of the James River. | could see
thet the first gun ehe fired was to lee-
ward end wes Dot aimad »t enything—e
sort of chellon, Then ehe wes lost in
a cioud of smoke end wa could heer the
big gurs goinz for whet seemod to be
hours. Th-n the smoke liftad end we
could meke out thy Cumbrrlend be-
ginning to go down by the haad, The
crowd nlmoot. went wild wnh cheering.

“But it wes 2 breve show £h> maae as
sho wont down, with h r guns firing all
the time until they recehed the water's
edge. Some of them we oould s~e explode
| as the water got into th m.

“But the Con did not meake any
attempt to stand her Tround She just
mede licketysplit for Old Point, so as to
gt neer Fortrcsa Monroe, but she struck
on a bar es w2 watchad and then there
was more cheering, Well, 1 stayed down
tl:i-ru until 'tt;o‘do" d”;l :'ntllhyou can im-
agine eve y in Norfolk was pretty
much oxc:zod I was awakened about
midoight by an explosion. It was the
Congress burning up. She made things
so bright that you could read a news-
parr where 1 wu

course nobod h( in Norfolk knew
unvthmg ahout the Monitor, and when the
rext morning word sprud about that
there was something over there rear
where the fight had taken place the day
before that looked like a hean on a chip
e flocked out to the waterfrant.
we Virginia went out and the two
uot busy as soon as the Virginia got
vithin range. Onoe in a while wa could
ase one vess~l or the other, but we oould
not tell anything about how the fight was
going until the Monitor drew off, her
turret machinery disabled, and went over
and lay under the guns of the fort.

“When the Virginis got back to Norfolk
her funnel looked ke a sieve. There
wasn’t a piece of it 28 large as your hand
which was not riddled, but the only
serious damage was thet one of her guns
had been disabled, They fixed her up
and sha went out twice after that to get
a whack at the Monitor, but they never
got together.”

PEER IN LOUISIANA.

Siaughter by Hide Hunters Aleng the
Coecodrie Bayou,
From Forest and Stream.

Not long ago the assessor of Concordia
parish wrote to the Times-Democrat calling
attention to the wanton slaughter of deer
in the Tenth ward of that parish during the
present season. According to the assessor,
J D. Miller, the Cocodrie swamp has for
a number of weeks been the scene of opera-
tions for a large number of hunters who
have been killing deer for their hides,

This Cocodrie swamp, Mr. Miller asserts,
is the greatest natural deer park in the
world, and he believes that more than 500
deer have been killed in that section during
the present season. Residents of the ward

and other carcasses of deer.that have been
wounded and afterward died all over the
swamp.

The people of Concordia parish are natur-
ally outraged at this invasion of hide hun.-
ters, who, however, declare that they are
protectod by the game laws, having paid the
sState license of $1. Yet the laws of Louls-
jana prohibit the slaughter of does and hwn-
and limit the kill of the Individual huntor
for the day and for the season. If the
destruction has been anything like what
is reported these provisions must have been
constantly violated.

Information of this alleged destryction
ought to have reached the State GGame Com-
mission long before the close of the season.

{1 It was not learned of at all events they
have it nowSand this information will un-
doubtedly cause the game authorities to be

on the alert for similar violations next
season. If such destruction is continued
it can mean only the extermination of deer | ®
along the Cocodrie Bayou, fand il such
slaughter takes place In one swamp or

parish of Louisiana it may take place in o
a>%en others where deer are llnty

| | exterminaters.

are finding carcasses stripped of their hides un]

BIG HARVEST FOR TRAPPERS

LOUISIANA PROFITING
A WHIM OF FASHIO\
Mitlions of Muskrats Killed te Supply the
Demand for Furs—Mink and Ottes
Skins Also Obtalned —Large Inocomes |
for Many Men Whe Have Been Poor.

New Orreans, Feb. 26.—The Louisiania
trapping season will be over on March

of 1 and contrary to expectations the fur crop |
of the State will be good and will leave |

probably $1,500,000 in the hands of thel
trappers. !

Half a dozen times in the last dozen
yeoars it has looked as though they would
have to work for a living instead of fol-
lowing the free and easy existence they
lead in their huts and pirogues along
the great sea marsh of Louisiana or the
rivers, bayous and lakes which empty
into the Gulf. They are unfortunately

Starting with the alligators they killed
the entire saurian tribe in Louisiapa,
converting them into hand bags and
satchels, until there were no alligators
to kill. Then when [(ashion changed
they set in to kill the terns. egrets and
other seabirds for their feathers. In
two years they exterminated several
species of these birds and would have
annihilated all of them had not the Audu-
bon Society intervened and secured the
protection of the birds by State and Fed-
eral statutes.

When it looked like hard work with
t.lnhoonnddno.p.dofor the trappers
furs came into fashion and the Arctic
region not being able to supply the de-
mand substitutes were sought for every-
where. To the surprise of everybody
it was discovered that Louisiana was
a great fur producer. It contributed
last year and will probably contribute this
year more furs than any other State
exoept the wilder States of the far West
for it turned in for 1909 in a season of
three months something like 10,000,000
pelts.

The business has assumea immense
proportions. A number of dealers sprang
up in New Orleans, and the trappers
found the competition so great and prices
80 high that from their point of view
they rolled in wealth. Think of a trapper,
living in a hut ¢ negro would disown,
who probably never made $200 a year
before in his life receiving $5.000 or §8,000
for muskrats and minks.

The profit came mainly because of the
great advance in prices, In the alluvial
parishes of Louisiana muskrats and minks
have been accounted among the greatest
pests of the Btate, costing it millions of
dollars annually. Burrowing as they do
in the ground and building living places
in the levee with tunnels to the river and
the dry land they frequently cause crev-
ices in the leves and overflows.

These burrowing rodents with the king-
fisher and the crawfish are regarded with
resson as the most dangerous enemies
of the levee aystem. In some places, as
At Bougere ‘in Concordia perish, their
numbers are so great and the benks so

FROM |

| and Federal governments, on which it
| has set apart bird reservations and on

.

the
trappers to get rid of these pests. The
socsety owng nineteen islands off the
Louisiana coast, donated by the State

millions of birds’ e&p annually, and the

society has invited the cooperation of

which It i3 trying to raise sea birds. In

this it would be eminently successful
but for the thousands of coons and mu
rats which swim from the mainland to
the islands durin the laying and hAtohms
seasons and destroy thousands of eggs
and young birds.

The Louisiana furs are so widely dis-,
tributed that they do not yet figure con-
spicuously in the market lup&llu Com-
paratively few go to New Y or Bo-wn.
some are shipped to Canada and Chicago
and help to swell the supply of Cana Anl
fur for whlch Americans compete. Others
go abroad to London. Paris and Berlin. i
If they are ever worn in Louisiana it is as
imported furs and certainly under another
name than muskrat.

It seems odd, thou that a State i
z‘ardod as sub-tropical should be helping

supply the market with what is regarded
as a product ol the Arct.ic rulonl

MODERN BARBER POLES

The Revolving Pole. l:lrﬂrlf or Wind
i Driven—Steel and Cast iron.

Flectricity within recent years has been
applied to the barber pole. The electrio
or revolving barber pole has for a middle
section a glass cylinder that is two feet
or more in height by about eight inches in
diameter, this section being supported on 1
an ornamental base or on a stout brass |
rod rising from the sidewalk. The glass
section of the pole is surmounted by an
ornamental cap.

Within the glass section of the pole
is another cylinder made of a thin, light-
weight, translucent material, upon which
are painted the traditional spiral stripes
of red, white and blue, the familiar sign ot
the barber. This inner cylinder is pivoted
top and bottom and to revolve by
means of a tiny electrio motor attached at
the top, Current is carried to this motor
on a wire leading from an electric light
fixture within the building and up out of
sight inside the pole’s base. ithin the
inner cylinder of the electric revolving
barber pole are two incandescent electric
lights by which the pole can be illuminated

at night

The electric barber le, without a
base support, is also in the form of
a br-ckego le which can be attached to

the front o( a buﬂdm( and both these
styles of revolving barber poles are also
made to be wind driven. Instead of a
motor within it, with wires coonecting,
| the wind driven revoly pole has sur-
mounting its ornamen on&- gilded
:bmd ball i&nf?rm rnot u lohe

a ventilat an
is nmdmohod n‘ & 's inntr ltrlp.d
cylinder, and whon turn the
ballnmnuu;ommrcylinda

Formerly all barber poles were made of
wood, as still great numbers are; and if
a woode nbuborpobhu.d-of-ound
o i ot Tox sy years, but It

it wi or many years, but )
ﬂg pole is set where water collects at
its tool. it will rot there.

A few years ago there was produced a
barber pole of htuoed iron construction.
The very latest thing in an all
barber pole is one that whioh has its cy-
nﬁj column section formed of sheet

hu-..nd cap of cast iron. -

mub“ A'\’“’l‘ll“m
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riddled by their holes that Jevee con-
struction there has been impossible. At
times bounties have been offered - for |
their heads, and 2t 2 recent session of the |
Louisiana Legisloture alligators were |
placed under the protection of the grme
law on the ground that they defended the
levees, owing to the large number of
muskrats they ate -a statement which
has never been sufficiently established. |

The alligator protection is no Iongar,
necessary &8 the fur of the muskrat has |
become 8o valuable &s to meke the trap-
ping of the animel profiteble. Two years
&go the skin was worth only 8 cents; last
yeer it ran up to 20 cents and occesionally ‘
25 cents. This yeor it is 30 cents end !
rising. Mink skins have edvanced to $2 !
and $2.50 each, ofter skins from $13 to!
$20 and even coons are worth 50 cents.

With the advanow in pries there was a
rush for the muskrats. One million are
szid to bave been killed in Plequemine
parish just below New Orieans, and some
six million or more in the Btate, A clever
‘boy could easily meke his $§5 a day ot
trapping and at a ssason when there is
no’ other work to do, no other crops to
roise

Alon¢ the Misaissippi River, along the
Gulf coast, pn.rticulcrly in Vermillion and
Cameron pirishes the trappers were
aotive last year. Perhaps they were a
little too active, for they killed off more

than the year's crop of rats, and it wes

rted uut tho sup ﬁlvould be less
i ¢ g en B = big Gulf hur-

ricane of sepumhsr 20, 199, haiped to
cut down the army of mmknu Tha
storm drive them ug from tha Gulf coast
to dryer land, s in the streams
drowned out immense oolomn of tham
and there wasastrongconviction that this
year's yiold would be reduced,

Perha t has been reduced, but not
much, sniml.h multiply npidlhy
the prioce of inor ]
trap wit hoﬂcr knowledgs of the
muskrat and his peculiarities ia able to
trap mora eesily than formerly.

have improved their methods,
Instead of pirogues many of them have
lene launches which carry them from
one set of traps toanother, onnblln¢ them
to harvest the crop more rapi ¥

It bun Lhnrd life this winter
beoa ve been many severe
storms, cnd tho trappers, on the Gulf
coast at least, lend & very hard and ex-
posed life, their huts being built on the
marsh of palmetio bushes. Several cases
of freesing to death in the swamp have
been regorud and other lives have been
lo-t in the storms.

pelts are brought to New Or-
lann and judging from those that have
arrived so far, t. o indications are that

the fur crvr Louisiana will, in spite
of the acti t of the trappers last season
and the bi u.-mhor storm, be larger

than that ol and several times larger
than that of uv previous year.

None the less it is evident that the fur
crop of Louisiana s certain to decline
some way can be found of pro-
the fur bear ing animals, particu-
m m\ukrau e area of swamp

in which these animals thrive
is rapidly decreasing as the drainage
work is extended, so that by the natural
ocourse of provomonu the number of
fur bearing animals will When
ln lddluon to this they are hunted so

E by the tnppm their early
Phq ih m;::-:hloi i pose
uemine t is pro o
that the State Game Commhur shal)
Ewo some protection around them, that
tablish a closed seasow for them, but
such a regulation is inconceivable. Tho
rats are a blic pest, rous
lholom. thnottobotoud:to(

. ;oh: u!otLol the dlu;l:l lands rrom

pui monoy llto t...‘ o‘: un tr.p.
Pproj
ﬁ ulﬁub J.bo ml hlvo mlnk
and R bo or lu fur,
xp-'lm‘n oourn
1 socale, ud lmpoulbl. vmh

tho mukn ©hich coatribute t!
of the Lculduu“’ - -

Moreover, the T\:duhon Bocisty, while
protecting the birds, has doclared war

PIANOS

BIG MARCH SALE
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Parlor and Living
Room Suites.
A A
Three Dpiece

Three piece
Three plece
Three plece
Three piece

, regulariy S188. Two pisce

Two
Two
Five
Two

piece
piece
piece

piece

.l..mnlﬂ‘lvu- Two plece
reguisrly #308. Three

Bed_x;gg'm Furniture.

For the Last Week of the Furniture Sale
A Very Great Stock of Discontihued Patterns

At Exactly Half Price.

onmmmm-mwmmmumm makes the M,
Sales in Loeser history. ke
mmmyotmumnumwormwm , the largest

l"\lrnlwr umerous makers all the wmln
&mo‘ added vm-' l‘nrnlmnm m

but new Furniture, Wlf KE iﬂl Pll
Here are the detalls brieft y.

"ro.n :e:::ulv ss Bed, 4
#31, y 88%. Prass Bed, 4
23" segularly ©44. DBrass Bed, 4
o{"o:i':.d:'nuny $53. Brass Bed,
S0, regularly 868, Brass Bed,
3 feet size.

e

still will be

wm%ﬂﬁ? .nm orm
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03:'.“ .ér'hﬂyﬂl -t.u.
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’$1 Colored Satin Shantu

Heading a Great Sﬂe

IVE GREAT OFFERINGS of Silks
unmy quite &s m

uch as %
!A'ﬁ. SKANTUNO P‘gl YR
and bl.ek desirable in

roﬁ of wﬂon

hoicest of -wlng
are 34 inches wide

STOOL, COVER, CARTAGE

FRE

AND 25 SHEETS OF MUSIC
Beginning to-morrow,
we will Iinangurate

what we believe will
be the most successiul
March sale in our his-

shades
and full dollar value.

. ‘% Giored :::-a..wm'm L G e e o e X Faredd

Pongees,
Silks

5

of

Most

hlnn fon wlth t

tory. We are pre d
in every- dWL
Thcrelore. before mak

? purchase you owe
o youeself 10 exam-
lne our hundreds of fine
NEW and USED Planos,
and be assured ou
will save from $50.00
to 1150.00 om your pur-
chase. Why not be

and tMl
occasion
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/Men's New $23 Black Suits at $14.50.\

ARE INDEED are the chances for men to buy
R ldn black suite¢—the bread-and-butter of
hing Store—for less than the regular price.
Andtheaommsuiu.mlubhforcpﬁuw-
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